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tears. As it turns out, creating a scene
with that kind of emotional impact

takes a lot of preparation. Playing with
emotion is the goal in the Uncharted

film series, with each of the first three
films being a study in grit, heart and

purpose. The fourth film, Uncharted 4:
A Thief's End, was a pivotal step for
the franchise, as it was the first time

Nathan Drake had come to the
attention of the Uncharted team. This
news comes from Ollie Marcato, who
is now the franchise's lead animator, a
position he took on when he was hired

at Naughty Dog prior to the first
game's development. In an interview
with Polygon, Marcato explained the

process behind designing Drake's teary-
eyed final moments in the series'
finale. The moment was a direct
reference to Uncharted 4's most

infamous scene. Nathan Drake sits on a
ship's deck, staring out at the ocean.
With the All Points Bulletin fired up,
Nathan is rewarded with confirmation
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that Ellie died saving him. The moment
in question came from an emotional
tribute scene where Ellie was saying
goodbye to Drake, played out in a

flashback. It was an emotional
moment, which took a long time to put

together because it was a very
emotional moment. So, I was there for

the whole thing from start to finish.
While the final cut was a very short
sequence, Marcato explained what it

took to make that moment work. Not a
lot. It was something that was kind of
important, because I think that's an
essential moment, a big scene in the
game. It took a lot of work on the

animation side. I was designing some
of the layout, so that we could preserve
the emotion of the scene, the way we

had decided to play it out
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