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invention pertains to systems for dispensing liquids from containers that are kept
refrigerated and, in particular, to a method and system for evacuating the interior of
the container without directly contacting the liquid contents of the container. Many
beverages are sold in sealed containers that are kept refrigerated and, for those
beverages that are carbonated, it is common to also keep the container in a cold
environment. To protect the liquid from the contents of the container, a dome-like
lid is often provided that has an opening through which liquid is dispensed. In some
cases, such as in the case of cups, the container is itself dome-like. The lid is sealed
to the container with a removable thread or snap-in type of closure. In order to
dispense the liquid, the lid is opened and pressure from the carbonated beverage is
applied to the dome-like surface, which in turn applies pressure to the sealed
contents of the container. This causes the contents of the container to flow. In order
to protect the carbonated beverage from the surface of the lid, it is desirable to
provide an air space between the liquid and the lid. This is usually accomplished by
providing a rubber gasket between the lid and the container. In addition, a
significant amount of foam is sometimes placed on the lid. There are other types of
lid constructions that use a small hole in the lid to provide communication between
the interior and exterior of the container and thus allow some carbon dioxide to
escape from the bottle before contacting the contents of the container. This is often
accomplished with a removable stopper that is placed in the hole in the lid that
creates a liquid/air seal between the hole and the interior of the bottle. These types
of systems have some shortcomings. Particularly when there is a large amount of
foam or a rubber gasket is used, the sealing is not as effective and some amount of
carbon dioxide will contact the liquid contents of the bottle. Additionally, these
systems sometimes allow droplets of the liquid to bounce off the lid and back into
the carbonated beverage. This can lead to the carbonated beverage having a
cloudy appearance. Once a droplet bounces back into the container, it can also lead
to foam floating in the bottle. In some cases, this is not a problem because the foam
is small relative to the size of the container. In other cases, this foam is
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