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{#sec6-animals-08-00026} ============= The results of the present study showed that interaction with an experienced conspecific can be beneficial to the problem-solving abilities of naive conspecifics. The naive participants showed better performance in the socially experienced condition compared to the non-
socially experienced control group in the problem-solving task, whereas the experienced participants did not. Whether the experienced or naive participants were in the socially experienced or control condition, they showed decreased stress-induced cortisol in response to a stressor compared to the control group. This

suggests that having an initial experience of social interaction with a conspecific is enough to improve sociability as demonstrated in both the experienced and naive groups. Furthermore, both the experienced and naive participants showed more socially acceptable behaviour compared to the control group. Therefore, it
may be that social experience can be used as a general mechanism to promote sociability, independent of the type of experience. Previous studies have shown that naturally social animals are more flexible in problem-solving, more tolerant of novelty, and have a greater ability to work cooperatively than are less socially
well-adapted animals \[[@B9-animals-08-00026]\]. The present results complement previous studies on the effects of social experience on problem-solving. Using a T-maze task, White and colleagues \[[@B43-animals-08-00026]\] found that juvenile red squirrels (*Sciurus vulgaris*) with prior social experience were more

efficient in solving mazes than did juveniles without such experience. They also showed that it was not the social experience itself which made them better at solving problems, but rather their ability to use the social information to understand the maze layout was improved. Similarly, the results of the present study
showed that the social experience of an experienced conspecific can lead to an improved ability to solve problems, rather than being a mere consequence of social experience. In the present study, the same experienced and control participants were used to experience the same social condition, whereas the

experienced and naive participants differed with regard to their prior social experience. One explanation for why
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