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& Music) Download Kanda Sashti Kavasam at YtAlex Ebert is the first director from the Obama
administration to step up on the marijuana issue. And it’s a big issue. Walking into the room, my head
immediately started spinning. | kept thinking about the uncertainty and the confusion surrounding medical
cannabis at the federal level. It's particularly confusing because the (potentially medicinal) uses of
marijuana are legal in at least 27 states and the District of Columbia. Despite the fact that 30 states and
the District of Columbia have legalized medicinal cannabis, it remains a federally prohibited Schedule |
drug. The catch-22 for patients is that they can only obtain cannabis from a state-licensed dispensary if
they live in a state where medicinal cannabis is legal. As these state laws stand, such patients cannot
access legal cannabis on federally-controlled military bases. But with the Obama administration it has
become easier to obtain cannabis, thanks to two executive actions signed by the president. On September
23, 2012, he directed the Department of Justice to refrain from prosecuting patients and medical providers
within the Department of Health and Human Services who are following state law. On July 6, 2013,
President Obama also directed federal prosecutors not to use their discretion to decline federal charges
based on state law — meaning that patients legally provided marijuana by a medical provider can no
longer be charged with a federal crime for doing so. During the President’s interview on marijuana, he
seemed to give further weight to the importance of patient access to medical cannabis. Asked why, in a
society that has legalized medical marijuana, there are still
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