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The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between traditional, adaptation, and newly developed
standardized measures of a learner's ability to process and comprehend written academic materials. Three
student samples who varied in their previous educational experience were given the Reading Comprehension
subtest from the Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT) and the Oral Language subtest from the Math-
Language Measure of Academic Competence (MS-ACE). The WRAT has been widely used by educators to
provide a general estimate of a student's academic strengths and weaknesses. The MS-ACE is an
experimental, written measure of the language, listening, and mathematics abilities of students, and is based
on the performance of a control group of high school students. The aims of the study were to determine
whether the new MS-ACE can discriminate between low achieving and high achieving students, whether
previous educational experience influences performance on the MS-ACE, and whether the MS-ACE can
successfully predict performance on the WRAT. Participants were 180 11th and 12th grade students from a
high school in a large southeastern city. Data analysis revealed that the new measure is internally consistent
and that the MS-ACE and WRAT are significantly correlated. However, the MS-ACE and the WRAT predict
different aspects of a student's performance on test items. The results support the conclusion that the MS-ACE
is a valid measure of an individual's language, listening, and mathematics skills which can be used to predict a
student's academic achievement..content) 79a2804d6b
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