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in.Teenage firework accident causes forklift to spill its load A forklift laden with fireworks has tipped
over in a British supermarket. No-one was injured when fireworks on the machine exploded, causing
one of its rear wheels to come off.The incident happened at an Asda supermarket in Penrith,
Cumbria, on Friday evening.The forklift had arrived from an Austrian company to collect boxes of
fireworks and brandy bottles from the floor of a warehouse and move them to the store’s magazine.
The forklift managed to carry its load and offload the drinks in good order. But during the reload,
some of the fireworks fell off the machine. The contents of the forklift’s load tipped over and the rear
of the machine fell on the floor, sending boxes and bottles crashing to the ground. The forklift lies on
its side in the store. Staff arrived to discover that the automatic safety switch had been triggered by
the fireworks. There were no injuries and no damage was done to the building. The owner of the
forklift, which was supposed to be taken back to Austria the same day, has been advised to call in
the Society of the British Arms and Armour Trades, to arrange for an inspection of the machine, its
electrical system, and to repair any problems found. Fireworks should not be stored in the same
container as other substances such as alcohol, and there are strict controls on the movement of
explosives and explosives-related products, such as forklifts. When it has been moved from an
authorised storage facility, even fireworks are allowed to have their fuses replaced. The danger of
firework-related accidents is known to be increasing, with around 5,000 injuries each year in the
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