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10.For the first time in forty-five years, the former United States Olympic Committee headquarters
at the University of Oregon campus will be open to the public for a short time this year. In a June 28,
1969 press release, the new USOC headquarters was announced by USOC President Jim Fife: "The
United States Olympic Committee has ordered the construction of a new world-class structure at the
University of Oregon. "The fine old building occupied by the USOC offices will be torn down and a
new headquarters will be built on the campus, three blocks from the main campus of the university.
"The new USOC office building will be an ideal new headquarters for both the USOC and the
Olympic movement. "The University of Oregon is an outstanding educational institution. The new
building will be constructed in such a manner as to emphasize quality of materials, design and
decor. "This project will be carried out by a local architectural firm to be selected by the USOC. The
project will be completed in one year. The total cost of the project is approximately $5,700,000." The
new USOC headquarters was built in just one year, 1965. Jim Haggerty, who was hired by the USOC
in 1984 as the first executive director of the Oregon Sports Authority, recalls that the building was
an impressive accomplishment. According to Haggerty, the building of the USOC headquarters and
the USOC's consolidation in Eugene in the late 1960s was a shot in the arm for the UO campus. "It
was very important for the university, for the UO," Haggerty said. "It was a recruiting trip for
Eugene, so to speak, to have the USOC right there. "It's almost a new entity. They wanted to make
their offices here, and there's a big difference. It's an impressive building. It's very impressive to
look at, but they really wanted it right there. "So, the university, in addition to the building, was
impressed
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