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team of scientists has proposed a "missing link" in the fossil
record of human evolution by offering the first definitive
evidence of a species of hominin, the early human ancestor,
which may have been our first truly long-distance predator. This
new species, called Ardipithecus kadabba, emerged from a site
in Ethiopia's Afar Region some 4.4 million years ago, scientists
claim. The find, which has been unveiled at the International
Anthropological Congress in Edinburgh, Scotland, is the most
significant in the group of early hominin species known as the
hominin clade. Despite the impressive size of an adult
Ardipithecus kadabba skull (3.3m inches), it is not clear how big
the species was as a whole. The new species provides further
evidence that hominins were using tools and hunting from a
distance at least six million years ago, the researchers say. The
species, named Ardipithecus kadabba ("Ardi" meaning "tree" in
the Af
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